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Effective Deworming Medications

	LARGE STRONGLYES
(Stronglyus virus)

	Nematode
	Dark red and round, ½ -1 inch long. Large mouth with teeth.
	Larvae migrate through blood vessels supplying intestines. Adults live in large intestine.
	Affect blood supply to intestines, resulting in intestinal death.
	Ivermectin.
Moxidectin.

Benzimidaz-oles
Pyrantel.

	Causes thrombo-embolic colic due to intestinal death.

	SMALL STRONGLYES
(CYANTHOSTO-MINAE)

	Nematode
	Similar to large stronglyes, but smaller: ¼ inch long or less.
	Larvae encyst in the intestinal walls during the winter months to carry over infection to following year. Adults live in large intestine. 
	Larvae emerge from intestinal walls in spring, resulting in diarrhea, dehydration, and colic.
	Fenbend-azole.
(5-day larvicidal treatement)
Moxidectin.

	Encysted stage not affected by routine deworming. Requires specific larvicidal treatment. Can develop resistance to deworm-ing medica-tions.

	ROUND-WORMS
(ALSO REFERRED TO AS ASCARIDS.)

(PARASCARIS EQUORUM)

	Nematode
	White and round. Up to 15 inches long.
	Eggs hatch in the intestine. Larvae migrate through liver and lungs.  Adults live in large intestine
	Damage to liver and lungs from migration. Large size of adults can result in obstruction and impaction colic
	Ivermectin.
Moxidectin.

Benzimidaz-oles

Pyrantel.

	Young horses are particularly susceptible due to undeveloped immunity.

	PINWORMS
(OOXYURIS EQUI)

	Nematode
	White and round with a pointed tail. Females up to 4 inches long, males as small as 1/8 inch.
	Spend entire life cycle in intestinal lumen, with no larval migration. Adults lay eggs on rectum.
	Minimal damage.  Ingest material from the intestines.
	Ivermectin.
Moxidectin.

Benzimidaz-oles.

Pyrantel.

	Pinworms are often blamed for tail rubbing as they lay their eggs on the horse’s rectum. Rarely are they the actual cause of tail rubbing however.

	THREAD-WORMS

(STRONGLOIIDES WETERI)

	Nematode
	Tiny (less than ¼ inch long), thin white worms.
	Larvae can gain access either through ingestion or skin penetration. Most commonly transmitted to foals through mare’s mammary secretions.
	Irritation to the foal’s gastro-intestinal tract results in diarrhea.
	Ivermectin.
Moxidectin.

Benzimidaz-oles.

Pyrantel.

	Common underlying cause of foal diarrhea.

	LUNGWORMS

(DICTYOCAULUS ARNFIELDI)

	Nematode

	White worms approxi-mately 2-5 inches long.
	Adults live in the airways of the lungs. Ingested larvae enter the bloodstream from the intestines to travel to the lungs for maturation.
	Lung damage, resulting in respiratory symptoms such as a cough.
	Ivermectin.
Moxidectin.

	Larvae mature only in donkeys. Horses must share pasture with donkeys to become infected.

	HABRONEMA
MUSCAE

	Nematode
	Adult worms up to 1 inch long.
	Adults live in stomach. Eggs passed in feces are ingested by flies, and develop into larvae stages which are deposited on skin by the fly.
	Minimal or no damage from adults in stomach. Larvae deposited on wounds or around the face cause skin lesions called “summer sores.”
	Ivermectin.
Moxidectin.

	None.

	ONCHOCERCA
SPP

	Nematode
	Very long (up to 10 inches). Adults live under the horse’s skin.
	Larvae injected into the horse’s skin when flies carrying the parasite feed.
	Larvae in skin cause dermatitis.
	Ivermectin.
Moxidectin.

	None.

	BOTS (GASTERO-PHILUS SPP)
	Arthropod
	Adult flies approxi-mately ½ to 1 inch long. Larvae in stomach approxi-mately ½ inch, crlindrical, and red. Tiny yellow eggs visible on hair of legs or face.
	Horse licks eggs on skin, stimulating larvae to hatch and enter stomach via the mouth. Larvae attach to stomach lining , mature, and are passed out in feces where they develop into mature botflies.
	Damage and ulceration of mouth due to larvae migration. Larvae attach to stomach cause damage resulting in gastric ulceration and subsequent gastritis diarrhea and unthriftiness.
	Ivermectin.
Moxidectin.

Control flies in environ-ment with sprays and barriers. Remove eggs from horse’s legs and face before larvae can be ingested.

	Different species distinguished by location where they lay eggs on the horse’s body.

	TAPEWORMS
(ANAPLOCE-PHALA SPP

	Cestode
	Flat, white segmented worms up to 3 inches long and ½ inch wide.
	Mites carrying the parasite are ingested. Parasite is released into the intestines and develops into a mature worm.
	Physical presence of worm can cause obstructions or spasms of the intestines.
	Praziquantel.
Pyrantel pamoate (high dose).
Pyrantel tartrate.

	None.
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